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7 has bel very a to the . 
I -thor of this Addreſs, that the Gen- 
tlemen of the Tithe Committee (as they 
are . to ſtile themſelves) have 
been ſuffered to proceed ſo far, with- 
out any one's having pointed out to the 
World the Injuſtice and A bſurdity of 
their Scheme. This was the more ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe their ſpecious and ſo- 
hiſtical Pretences, falling in with the 
ſelfiſh Prejudices and Intereſts of the 
Body of Landholders, might naturally 
be expected to meet with the moſt cor- 
dial Reception, and to pals in general 
for fair and concluſive Arguments. 
But it is hoped that the landed Gentle- 
men and the Farmers of this Country, 
are not fo deſtitute, the one of that 
nice Senſe of Honour and Juſtice, the 
other of that boaſted Principle of In- 
tegrity and Honeſty, by which they 
were formerly diſtinguiſhed, but that 

8 they 
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14 
they will abhor the ende of at- 
tempting to wreſt from the Clergy their 
ancient and undoubted Patrimony, as 
ſoon as the Baſeneſs and Injuriouſneſs 
of it ſhall be properly and fairly repre- 
ſented to them. To do this by a few 
ſhort but plain and ſubſtantial Argu- 


ments, is the Deſign of the following 


Addreſs ; to which therefore the Author 
beſpeaks their moſt ſerious and candid 
Attention. | 


Pun Divine Right of Tithes anger 
the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, is not here 
inſiſted upon. Yet no one, who ad- 
mits the Truth of Revelation, will 


deny that Tithes were originally of di- 


vine Inſtitution. And one very pro- 
bable Reaſon at leaſt may be aſſigned 
why that particular Mode of Proviſion 
for the Preachers of the Goſpel was 
not ſpecified in the New Teſtament; 
namely, that it would have proved in 
ſome Meaſure an Impediment to the 
Converſion of the Gentiles. But it 

might 


might well be preſumed, that when 


the Powers of the World ſhould be- 


come Chriſtian, they would naturally. 


adopt the ancient Method of allotting 
a Tenth of the Fruits of their Lands, 
for the perpetual Maintenance. of the 
Miniſters of God, and even make it a 


Part of theit reſpective Civil Conſtitu- 


tions, as it moſt certainly is in this 


inſinuated, from a ſuperſtitious Princi- | 


ple; but it was dictated by the genuine 


Spitit of ſober and rational Fee 


what Kind of Spirit then we ate to im- 
pute the preſent Attempt to ſubvert this 
ancient and wiſe Conſtitution, is left 


partial Men. 


to the Judgment of all good and im- 


War makes this Attack upon the 
Property of the Clergy the more un- 
juſt, is this; that they are in general 
educated at a greater Expence than 
thoſe who are trained up in the ſeveral 
Branches of Trade and Commerce. Yet 
1 A 2 1 


„ 


theſe latter for the moſt Part accumu- 
late large Fortunes, which they be- 
queath to their Families for ever; 
whilſt the Incomes of the Clergy, = 
ſuch, in general much too mean for 


Palins liberally educated and reſtrained 


from all ſecular Employments, are ſure 


to die with them, and their Families 
are too frequently expoſed to the ex- 


tremeſt Diſtreſs. Surely then an At- 


tempt to impair and almoſt annihilate 
their Revenues (as this in its Tendency 
will be demonſtrated to be) may fairly 


be called unjuſt, and even. inhuman. 


5 That it is alſo impolitick, is equally 


evident ; unleſs it can be deemed good 
Policy, to throw ſo great and extenſive 
A Dif. couragement as this would infal- 
libly prove, in the Way of a learned 
md. liberal Education, 
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9 GENTLEMEN, 9 
| aſs, nr your Minds are not too much 
A * S 1 800 prejudiced in favour of your dar- 
A 752 K ling Project, if you are in Truth 
. 8 25 + the. fair, reaſonable, and publick- 
ſpirited Men you profeſs yourſelves to be, I 
am not without Hopes that what I have to of- 
fer relative to the Undertaking you are en- 
gaged in, may induce you to weigh it more 
maturely than you ſeem to have done, and firſt 
of all to be farisfied in the Juſtice of it. I 
fay, in the Juſtice of it; For you ought ro 
know, that no Plea of private Convenience, no 
Pretence even of publick Good, will bear you 
cut in a Meaſure which can be proved to be 
apparently unjuſt and opreflive to any Body of 
Men, or even to Individuals there being, beſides 
the Principles of common Equity, certain! m 
of Juriſprudence which can never be controlled 
I or counteracted without ſtriking at the great Ends 
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for which Civil Government was inſtituted. In 


ſuch Caſes therefore, it is very obvious that the 


Plea of publick Utility, can poſſibily have no 
Place, but, however ſpecious it may be, is re- 
ſolvable into narrow and ſelfiſh Motives, which 
cannot in Prudence be openly avowed. 


In the ſeveral Papers which have been ſent 
abroad, in order to prepare the Way for your 
Scheme, it does not appear that you have any 
where queſtioned the abſolute legal Right which 
the Clergy at preſent have to the Tithes they 


enjoy; though Endeavours have been uſed to 


prejudice the World againſt the Equity of the 


Claim, by inſinuating that it had its Origin in 


in 'the Days of Ignorance, Superſtition, and Bi- 
gottry. I am well aware that whatever can be 
ſaid in Favour of a divine Right in this Caſe, 


would be ſo far from having any Weight with 
you, that it would rather move your Indignation 


and Scorn. You derive, as you think, no ſmall 
Advantage to your Cauſe, from there being no 
poſitive and expreſs Grant to this Purpoſe in the 
Books of the New Teſtament. And I am well 
convinced that it would be in vain to argue with 
you, that at leaſt this, or a more liberal Proviſion 
for the Miniſters of the Goſpel, is fairly implied 
in many Paſſages. Bur if the Grant were as 
clear and expreſs as it is in the Moſaick Law; 
I am not ſure that, in theſe Times, a national and 


civil Eſtabliſhment would not of the two be leaſt 
liable 


get 


1 


liable to Cavil and Objection, and of Courſe be 


more readily acquieſced in. I ſhall therefore reſt 
my Plea upon the Civil Right which the Clergy 
have to Tithes throughout this Kingdom; which, 


as every one knows, had its Origin in the Reign 


of King Ethelwolph, the ſecond Monarch of 
England, near a thouſand Years ago. The firſt 
Kings of this Realm, Sir Edward Coke * informs 


us, had all the Lands of England in Demeſne. 


The great Manors and Royalties they reſerved to 
themſelves; and with the Remnant they enfeoffed 
the Barons of the Realm for the defence thereof, 
with ſuch Juriſdiction as the Court Baron now 
hath. This King Ethelwolph, with all imaginable 
Pomp and Solemnity, “dedicated and vowed 
« the Tithes of all the Lands of England, in 
&« ſempiterno graphio, in cruce Chriſti, tendering the 
Charter upon his knees, and offering it up 


“ and laying it upon the great Altar at St. Pe- 


« ter's Church in Weſtminſter, the Biſhops re- 
« ceiving it from him on God's Part. And 


« this was done, not only with the Conſent of 
* the Lords and Commons, of whom an infinite 


« Number was preſent, but all the Biſhops, Ab- 
e bots, Earls, and Nobles ſubſcribed it, with the 
<« oreateſt Applauſe of the People: And it was 
« ſent. and publiſhed in every Pariſh-Church 
e throughout the Kingdom.” I take this Paſſage 
from Mr. Leſlie, whoſe Principles I am well 

B 2 aware 


Lib. 1. c. 9. Sect. 73. fol, 58. 


1 
aware are not very faſhionable. But this is a 
Faa, confirmed by Hiſtorical Evidence, and 


/ 


brought to eſtabliſh not a divine, but a civil Right 


to Tithes, as fully as it could be granted by the 
whole Power of the King and Nation at that 
Time. This Prince (whoſe Charter, by the Way, 
is extant in Abbot Ingulf and Matthew of WeRt- 


minſter,) has indeed been called ſuperſtitious 


poſſibly, for this ſingle Act, which is enough to 
denominate him ſo in theſe Times; eſpecially 
with Mr. Hume, who evidently affects to ule 
Religion and Saperſtition as convertible Terms. 
But whatever were the King's real Character, 
or Motives, they will neither add to, nor detract 
from the Force of a legiſlative Act. All the 
ſucceeding Kings of England, down to the 
Conqueror incluſive, and from him again to 
King Henry 8th, with their ſeveral Councils aud 
Parliaments, confirmed and renewed this Grant 


in the moſt folemn Manner, with Imprecations 


upon themſelves and their Poſterity, if they 
ſhould ever detract from the Tithes ſo granted 
and vowed.” Which repeated folemn Dedications. 
of Tithes ratified and made perpetual by Magna 
Charta, and guarantied by the Coronation Oath, 
obliged Mr. Selden himſelf (who wrote expreſsly 
againſt their divine Right, and was a Man by 
no Means prejudiced 1n favour of the Clerg oy) 


to lament the Seizure of them in that violent 


Manner at the Reformation, and the pro- 


phaning them (as he expreſſes it) to common uſes 


« and 
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e and Lay Hands.” But this of the Abbey- 
Lands is (as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter) a very 
different Caſe from the preient. Let me not 
ther᷑fore be underſtood to confound them; nor 
let it be imagined that this Detail about the For- 
malities w Fig which the Tithes of all the Lands 
of England were repeatediy vowed and granted 
to rhe” Church, is impertinently given to thoſe 
who already acknowledge the Legality of them. 
For it muſt be allowed that tne Ae of a Law, 
paſted and continually renewed with ſuch ſolemn 

Cinsumitances, a Law conveying Froperty to an 


Order of Men, devoted to the Service of Religion, 


and reſtrained from ſecular Occupations, convey- 
ing it, I ſay, to them and to their Succeſſors for 
ever, ought to be held ſacred and inviolable, as 
long at leaſt as that Order is permitted to ſubſiſt. 


Eipecially, as there is not a ſingle Inſtance beſides 


m the Hiſtory of our Laws, cn to this in 
any one of the Circumſtances above pointed out. 
Let me add, that the Claim of the Clergy to 
the Tithes they at preſent retain, is ſtill further 
ſtrengthened by a Poſſeſion of upwards of two 
hundred Tears longer, ſince the Reformation. 


Tre legal Right of the Clergy to Tithes being 
thus eſtabliſhed, and acknowledged on all Hands, 
and evidertly reſting upon a firmer Footiag both 
for Antiquity of Poſſeſſion, and Notoriety of 
Grant, than that of any private Proprietor of 
Lands in the Kingdom to the nine Parts he 

4 IE 


. 
enjoys; let us now enquire into the Reaſons 
alledged by you for propoſing to ſubſtitute a 
different Mode of Proviſion in lieu of Tithes; 


and then examine, whether any can polſibly be 
deviſed, which will not in the ſame Proportion 


that it aſſigns any Thing like an Equivalent to 


the Clergy, deprive you of the Benefit wh:ch you 
propoſe to yourſelves, and to the Community too 
(if, you pleaſe), by your boaſted Project. 


Bor let me firſt obſerve, that your affected Uſe 
of the Expreſſion Tithes in Kind, ſeems calcu- 
lated to miſlead the World, by ſuggeſting ' a 
Diſtinction between Tithes and Tithes in Kind, 
which really does not exiſt. To call by the name 
of Titbes any fixed payment in lieu thereof is a 
great, and, in the preſent Inſtance, an inſidious, 
abuſe of Speech. For as ſoon as the Proportion 
expreſſed by that Term is deſtroyed, the true 
and preciſe Idea of it (which depends upon it's 
being at the Option of the Incumbent to take 
the numerical tenth Part of the produce ) is gone. 
Hence Modus's and old Compoſitions are now 
become bur little ſhort of total Exemptions; the 
Clergy in ſuch Caſes frequently receiving not 
more that one fiftieth Part of what was originally 
their due. ES 


Your Reaſons for changing the Mode of 
Tithing (for this is all you profeſs to intend) are 
partly ſuch as reſpe& the Clergy themſelves, in 


their ſpiritual Relation to, and Correſpondence 
; with 


| 3 1 
with their ſeveral Flocks, and partly ſuch as re- 
ſpect the Community at large. 


FiRsr, you think that the gathering of Tithes 
is an Employment not conſonant to the Profeſſion 


of the Clergy, as immerſing them too deeplyin ſecu- 


lar Cares, and calling them from the peculiar Service 
of God, and the due Inſtruction of the People 
committed to them; in which they ought to be 
wholly taken up. I am very glad to find you 
expreſſing ſuch a Senſe of Piety; which, if fin- 
cere, though you are miſtaken in the preſent 
Inſtance, will however ſoon bring you to abhor 
the Injuſtice of what you are engaged in. For 
remember, that there can be no genuine and ac- 
ceptable Piety, without Juſtice; and that Juſtice 
is inconſiſtent with an Attempt to deprive ano- 
ther of his Property, under what ſpecious Pre- 
tence ſoever. The Clergy, it is true, are ſet 
apart to miniſter in all holy Things; and their 


main Attention ſhould be, and I hope, in gene- 


ral, is, given to the Works of their Vocation. 
But you cannot ſurely be ignorant that it was 
for this very Reaſon that the tenth Part of theFruits 
of other Mens Lands and Labours, was at firſt 
aſſigned to them for a Maintenance. This Ar- 
gument therefore is fairly againſt yourſelves; un- 
leſs you can prove that the bare collecting and 


receiving of Tithes, as it is managed now-' 
adays, engages the Clergy in almoſt as much 


worldly Care and Trouble, as any other ſecular 
Employment 


. AAA . er IE EI wr PEI EG 


(8 1 


Employment would, by which a Livelihood 15 


gained. But you would releaſe us wholly from 
all worldly Cares whatſoever. We thank you my 
heartily for your Kindneſs. Bur, after all, w 


are Men, and muſt neceſſarily be ſo far antes 
with the World, as to uſe the beſt Means we 
can of providing for ourſelves and our Families. 
Is all your Zeal againſt Popery, and the pretend-. 


ed Relicks of it, come to this, that you would 
wiſh to take our Wives from us, and ſhut us up 
in Monaſteries? To ſay the Truth, if you would 
let us alone, we are much better off as we are. 


And as to ſpiritual Matters, if we meet with 


leſs Succeſs than were to be wiſhed in our En- 
deavours to reform the looſe Manners, and oo/er 


Principles, of the preſent Age, it is much to be 


ſuſpected that the Fault is chiefly in thoſe very 
Perſons, who affect to condemn our Negligence 
and Worldly-mindedneſs ; but who, if we were 
to reprove them with a primitive Plainneſs for 
their Vices, and in particular for their Contempt 
of all holy Things, would then think that we 
were too buſy in our Office, and accuſe us of great 
Impertinence and Rudeneſs to our Superiours. 


Bur a more plauſible Objection to Tithe-ga- 


thering is, that it is apt to breed Contentions be- 


tween the Miniſter and his Flock, and is in con- 


ſequence deſtructive of all good Underſtanding 


between them; whereby he is often utterly de- 


| prived of Power to ſerve them by his Miniſtry : 


And 1 it is well if the weaker Part of them, from 


con- 
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conceiving a Diſlike to his Perſon, are not ſomes 
times brought to take up Notions prejudicial to 
Religion itſeif. The Objection is here placed in 
the ſtrongeſt Light. But if ſuch Inſtances are rare, 
as It is-prefurned they are (and you yourſelves in 
your late Reſolutions acknowledge the Moderation of 
the greater Part of the Clergy in ae Exerciſe of their 
Rights), then the queſtion will be, whether the 
whole Body ſhould be compelled to reſign their 
Tithes, becauſe a few Incumbents are at Variance 
with their Pariſhioners avout this Article. To 
require or expect this, would be in the higheſt de- 
gree unreaſonable, unleſs it appeared that ſuch | 
Diſputes generally prevailed throughout the King- 
dom, and alſo that the Fault is generally on the \ 
Side of the Clergy. But, as was faid, thoſe In- = 
ſtances are rare; and the Iſſues of ſuch Conteſts | g 
have for the moſt part ſhe wn that the Clergy de- = 
manded no more than what was their due by Law. = 
For upon a Calculation it would probably appear, | 
that five parts in ſix of the Suits for Tithes in the 
Courts, of Chancery and the Exchequer, have | | 
been determined in Favour of the Clergy, Let | 
me then aſk, whether it be juſt that, under ſuch ; 
Circumſtances, the Body of the Clergy, which is 
ſo notoriouſly innocent, ſhould be deprived of the 
eſſential Part of their Maintenance? And if it 
be ſaid that, for the Sake of enſuring Peace and 
Harmony between themſelves and their Flocks, it 
would, however, become them to make a voluntary 
Releaſe of this Mode of Proviſion, and to accept 
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of ſome other in lieu thereof, and ſo to remove 
for ever this bone of perpetual Contention; I an- 


ſwer (always ſuppoſing that, upon your Scheme, 


no equal Commutation can take Place), that ſuch 
an Inſtance of Self. Denial is not to be expected 
from Men not burdened with Superfluities; and 
as Miniſters, it would not only be a ſhameful be- 
traying of the Truſt they have taken upon them 
for their Succeſſors, but in the End, as the Ob- 
jectors themfelves know, be prejudicial to the 
Cauſe of Religion itſelf, and ſo to the public In- 
tereſt. For is it, or is it not, for the Good of Re- 
ligion and the Advantage of the Community (to 
paſs by the Plea of Divine Inſtitution, as not he- 
ing ſo ſuitable to the preſent Times) that a ſtand- 


ing Order of Men, duly educated, ſhould, be ſet 


apart for the Inſtruction of the People? And 
can that Order be preſerved from ſuch a De- 
gree of Contempt as would totally defeat the Pur- 
poſe of their Inſtitution, unleſs a competent and 
decent Support be provided for them, and ſecu- 
red to them for ever? I do not go too far here; 
being fully convinced that there is no Scheme of 
Maintenance in lieu of Tithes, which you can de- 


viſe, or which however can be reduced to Practice, 


but what will in a Century or two degenerate into 
a Modus as inadequate as any now in being. And 
then the Clergy muſt all turn Mendicants; the 
very Thing which ſome People ſeem to aim at; 


though, to do them Juſtice, it muſt be allowed 
that their primary object is to enrich themſelves. 


Bur 


En 


Bur let me now examine your main Argument, 


that which reſpects the Community at large. For 
you would perſuade us, that it is the genuine Spi- 
rit of Patriotijm which is your great Mover in 


this Buſineſs; and it has even been inſinuated 


that one main Cauſe of the preſent Scarcity of 
the Neceſſaries of Life, is this ſame intolerable 
Grievance of Titkes:in Kind. Thus the Argument 
proceeds: The Dearnels of Corn, &c. would in 


a great Meaſure be remedied, if all the Lands in 
the Kingdom, now cultivated, were improved to 


the highelt poſſible degree, and all the waſte Lands 


converted to Paſture or Tillage. But the great 


Bar to this is the Claim of the Clergy to the 
Tithes. For the poor IJ. andholder, it ſeems, 


though ſo abundantly ſtocked with publick Spi- 


rit, has not the Heart to undertake it; the future 


Increaſe of the Produce of his nine Parts not be- 


ing a ſufficient Encouragement. But if he could 
but once ſecure to himſelf the remaining Tenth, 
which would make his Eſtate mighty clever and 
compact, and all his own, there would be no 


Impediment, but his publick Spirit would have 
full Room to operate with all its Force. There 


is ſuch a Degree of Effrontery in this Plea, which 
yet has to many appeared plauſible, fo ſelfiſh and 
avaricious a Principle lurking under the thin Diſ- 
guiſe of Patriotiſm, that it is almoſt needleſs, 


though it be the Bulwark of your Cauſe, to expoſe 
its Fallacy, It is true, that the Clergyman re- 


ceives Tithes of improved Lands without any 
C 2 | Intermiſſion 
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Intermiſſion or Abatement. , But upon Waſte 


Lands, newly brought into a State of Cultiva- 


tion, he cannot by Law enter before the eighth 
Crop. But obſerve the modeſt Tendency of this 
Reaſoning. In order that the Improvement and 
Extenſion of Agriculture may receive all due En- 
couragement, as being the moſt likely Means to re- 
ſtore Plenty to the Land, it is expedient that the 

Tithes be taken from the Clergy, and veſted in 


the Owners of the Lands. Agreed, ſay we, but 


give us our valuable Conſideration. But this we 
are ſure you cannot do. with conſiſtency; becauſe 
then Agriculture would he under the ſelf- ſame 
Diſcouragement as at preſent it does. What 


then! is the whole Expence of this Experiment 


to fall upon the Clergy? Are they to be certainly 
impoveriſhed, that you may be as certainly en- 
riched ? or, becauſe perhaps there is a $hadow 


of Probability, that this Scheme, if reduced to 
Practice, might have a temporary good Effect 


upon the Price of Proviſions ? I ſay, a Shadow of 
Probability. For, after all, the Legiſlature, om- 


f nipotent as it is, has condeſcended to own that to 
reduce the Price of Proviſions is a Taſk too hard 


for them; for that the principal Cauſe of this 


| Misfortune is a Succeſſion of inclement Seaſons. 


And indeed, though there may be ſubordirate 


. Cauſes, yet this ſeems to be acknowledged as 


the principal by every diſpaſſionate Reaſoner. 
And 1 hope our Governours will not think that 


the Wrath of Heaven is to be averted by try 


ing 
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ing an Expedient which, whatever the Succeſs 
of it ſhould prove, would infallibly- in a ſhort Time 
reduce the Clergy to Beggary and Contempt. 


WreTHeR the Inproverdent of poor, and the 
breaking up of barren Lands, would really be 
attended with ſuch beneficial Effects to the Com- 
munity, as you would make us believe, I am no 
competent Judge. It is certain however that it 
would be beneficial in a great Degree; but not at 
all the leſs ſo by the Tithes remaining in the 
Hands of the Clergy, inſtead of being tranſerred, 
as you modeſtly expect, to the Landholders, If 
therefore you publick-ſpirited Gentlemen are in 
want of Encouragemen' to improve and extend 
Cultivation, I dire promiſe you a better Reception 
from the Logitlature, if you apply for a Premum 
of ſo much an Acre (which Kind of I. ncourage- 
ment is every Day granted by Parliament tc great 
and expeniive Undertakings), inſtead of praying 
a Releaſe from the Payment of Tithes. For the 
ſame Parliament which in their laſt Seſſions put by 
a very ſcvere Blow aimed at the Clergy (I mean, 
the Attempt to repeal the Nullum Tempus Law), will 
hardly ſo ſoon conſent to a Proje& which threatens 
to end in their total Extirpation. =; 


Bur it is Time to ſee what Schemes of Commu- 
tation are likely to be propoſed in this Cake, I 
have already been obliged occaſionally to antici- 


pate, what will now * to Demonſtration, 
that 


— — 


1 


that n of this Kind can poſſibly be deviſed, 
which, if intended as a full Equivalent, will not 
at the ſame Time overthrow the Principles upon 


*which you profeſs to proceed. Indeed, there are 


but two Ways that I can think of, in which a 
Compenſation can be offered ; that of ſetting out 
in each Pariſh ſuch a Farm to the Incumbent, 
as ſhall be deemed equivalent to the preſent re- 
puted Value of the Tithes; and that of levying 
a Tax in Money, of ſo much in the Pound, upon 


all the Lands in each Pariſh. The former, I will 


venture to affirm, would not be found practicable 


in a very great Majority of the Pariſhes through- 
out the Kingdom. And if it were practicable in 


itſelf, yet you could not, conſiſtently with your 
Plan; however fairly you talk, conſent to ſuch an 


Allotment as would be equal to the preſent full 
Value of the Tithes, and to the contingent Im- 


provement of them (which Jatter, by the Way, 
is an Article not eaſy to be brought under Calcu- 


lation). For if you did, you would in Effect be 


at the very ſame/Expence. in improving your poor, 
and converting into Arable or Meadow your Waſte 
Lands, as you are at preſent under the Grievance, 


as you call it, of paying Tithes. And yet, un- 


leſs ſuch a Proportion of Lands were allotted, the 


Clergyman would be robbed of his Property. At 
the ſame Time, it is allowed that this Method 


might not in many Inſtances affect the Intereſt of 
the preſent Incumbent; unleſs we ſuppoſe, what 


hs. a to be the Caſe, that the Intereſt of his Sac- 
ceſſors 
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ceſſors is his own. For they will for ever be ex- 


cluded from any Advantage ariſing from the Im- 
provement of any of the Lands of that Pariſh, and 
alſo be debarred from making freſn Claims upon 
Lands not hitherto deemed titheable; the Suppo- 
ſition being, what is doubtleſs intended, that the 
Lands to be allotted are to be in Lieu of all Tithes 
now claimed, or hereafter to be claimed, from 
the Lands of that Pariſh. So that in this latter 
Reſpe& ſuch a Law, beſides its other Hardſhips 
and Inconveniencies, would operate in the ſame 
Manner as an actual and formal Repeal of the 


 Nullum Tempus Law. And yet it muſt be allowed 


that this Method, tho' apparently injurious and 
oppreſſive, is the leaſt liable ro Exception of the 
two. Foras to that other of a Taxation in money, 
upon all the Lands of a Pariſh, proportioned to the 
Value of the Tithes ; in the firft Place, it would, 
like the former, be deſtructive of your Aim, if 
it were ſo ordered that the Proportion ſhouid be 


for ever kept up, and if, in ſettling it, Regard 


ſhould be had, as it ought to be, not only to the 
preſent full Value of the Tithes, but to the great- 
eſt contingent Improvement of them, by Inclo- 


ſures, and other Means. And if theſe Parti- 
culars were left out of the Computation, the 


Incumbent would be notoriouſly ſpoiled of his 
Right, But this Method of Taxation is alſo 
liable to another inſuperable Objection peculiar 


to itſelf; which is, that a Payment in Money, 


make what Proviſions you pleaſe againſt it, would 
| | ſoon 


Tx 1 


ſoon dwindle into a very inadequate Modus. For 
the Diſproportion between the Value of Money 
and that of Lands being continually increaſing, 
the Clergy, unleſs they were allowed from Time 
to Time to raiſe their Demand, would be quickly 
impoveriſhed; and if they were allowed to do fo, 
your hopeful Deſign is fruſtrated. And in this 


Reſpect appears the great Excellency of the Inſti- 


tution of Tithes; which, like the Corn-Rents eſ- 
tabliſhed in Favour of Collegiate Bodies by the fa- 
mous Act of Elizabeth, cannot but in all Times 
keep even Pace with the Value of the Lands they 
ſpring from. Indeed this is, in effect, the very 
Grievance you complain of. But ] truſt in the 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Legiſlature, that they 
will permit the parochial Clergy, who would be 
the principal Sufferers by the projected Innova- 
tion, quietly to enjoy that little Pittance which is 
left them. 


Ir was intimated, at the Opening of this Ad- 


dreſs, that the Scheme you are embarked in, op- 
poſes a Maxim in Government, which ought ever 
to be held ſacred and inviolable. By this Time 


perhaps you ſee my Meaning was, that it ſtrikes 
at the Root of Property. For to ſeize the Poſſeſ- 


ſions of any Body of Men, or even of an Indivi- 
dual, unleſs it be by Way of Forfeiture for ſome 


Offence againſt the Laws, or for the Purpoſe of 
maintaining the neceſſary Expences of Govern- 
ment (in which latter Caſe the Burden ſhould be 
| laid 
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jaid as equally as may be upon all Kinds of Pro- 
perty); to do this, Ifay, without aſſigning a full and 
equal Compenſation, I affirm to be in itſelf an ille- 
gal Act, though done by Virtue of a Law; as be- 
ing contradictory to one of the firſt Ends of Civil 
Government, which is the Security-of Property. 
Nor let me be preſſed in the prefent Caſe by that 
ſophiſtical Plea, that if ſuch a Law ſhould paſs, 
the Clergy cannot complain of Injury, becauſe 
they will have given their Conſent to it by their 
Repreſentatives in the Houſe of Commons; and 
volenti non fit injuria. For I hope I ſhall not incur 
A Præmunire, if J venture to aſſert, that whatever 
becomes of the Queſtion, whether the Houſe of 8 | 
Commons be, in general, an adequate Repreſenta- | 
tive of the Commons of this Realm at large, the 
Clergy, as ſuch, are hardly at all repreſented l 
there. For what Proportion do their joint Voices - | 
in a County bear to thoſe of the vefy numerous 
Body of the other Electors of that County? and 
what Proportion do all the Repreſentatives of the 
Counties, taken together, bear to the reſt of the 
Members of the Lower. Houſe?* I therefore re- 
peat, that the Clergy are very imperfectly repre. 
ſented in that Houſe. And for this Reaſon, as far 
as the Houſe of Commons is concerned, they have 
only to depend upon the Honour and Juſtice of 
that Houſe, when a Queſtion comes to be debated 
D there 
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® The Clergy who have Votes, as ſuch, in ſome of the We 
Towns, are omitted here, But they are very few. . = 
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there touching a Matter of Property between the 


Members of it and themſelves; which Depend- 
ance, they acknowledge with Gratitude, did not 
deceive them upon occaſion of that inſidious At- 
tack already mentioned to have been made upon 
them in the Courſe of the laſt Seſſions. I hope I 
ſhall not be underſtood here to infinuate that the 


Decrees of our Legiſlature are not truly and 


properly Laws, aud, as hh, binding to every 
Member of the Community, , what Order or 
Profeſſion ſoever. My 05 is Only to obviate 


the Argument that might be taken from our ſup- 


poſed Conſent, in caſe the Scheme projected by 
you ſhould paſs into a Law; which Conſent, if 


really and ond fide given (and that could not be 


but in our only Conſtitutional Aſſembiy, the Convo- 
cation), would certainly preclude all Pretence to 
complain of Injury. But I ſay, that whatever be the 
Fate of your intended Application to Parliament, 
we never will, either immediately or virtually, con- 
ſent to a Law calculated to reduce us, or our Suc- 
ceſſors at leaſt, to Beggary, by ſtripping us of our 
ancient Poſſeſſions : Though if ſuch a Law ſhould 


paſs (which God forbid ) v we * * ſhall 


be obedient to it. 


BzeForE you venture to urge us with that famous 


Precedent of the Diſſolution of the Abbeys, and 


the total Alienation of their Endowments, whe- 


ther in Lands or Tithes, to Secular Hands; be 


pleaſed to reflect in what Sort of Times, and with 
| >. what 


: ES 


what Circumftances of Injuſtice and Barbarity, 
thoſe Tranſactions paſſed. No ſerious Man, of 
whatever Religion, ever ventured to defend them. 
They were re{oivable only into the arbitrary Will 
of the mol tyrannicsl Prince that ever fat on the 
Engliſn Throne, who had his Pariiaments at his 
Devotion, and by this Means, whenever he pleaſed, 
eſtabliſhed Iniquity as a Law. If you ſay, thoſe 
Lav's were never -repealed, and have therefore in 
Effect been approved by every ſucceeding Parlia- 
ment; you very well know that no ſuch Approba- 
tion is implied. Cardinal Pole himſelf, not many 
Years after the making ot thoſe Laws, at the very 
Time of his reconciling the Nation to the Church 
of Rome, confirmed the Poſſeſſors in their Right 
to thoſe Lands, knowing that the whole Nation 
would otherwiſe have been thrown into the utmoſt 
Confuſion. That the ſucceeding Proteſtant Par- 
haments therefore did not chooſe to diſturb the 
Poſieſſors, can be no Wonder. And Length of 
Poſſeſſion has fince been continually ſtrengthen- 
ing their Claim, many of thoſe Lands and 
Tithes having alſo paſſed into other Hands than 
thoſe to whom they were originally granted, by 
Purchaſe and other Ways, So that the old Maxim, 
. Onod fieri non achuit, fadtum valet—may very plau- 
fibly be urged in their Caſe. But will even theſe 
Gentlemen themſelves ſay that Henry was juſtifia- 
ble in thoſe Proceedings? And yet this very Ty- 
rant, in the midſt of his ſavage Deeds, remem- 
bered Mercy. For before he ſcized the Lands, 
p74 he 
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he diſſolved the Orders: I mean, he put an End 
to their Exiſtence in this Kingdom. Whereas 
you pretend a Reverence for our Order, which 
you allow ought by all Means to be preſerved; and 
at the ſame Time would ſtrip it of thoſe very 


Means of Support, which can alone preſerve it. 


Turs Argument touching Property deſerves 


your moſt ſerious Conſideration. It is a Matter 
too intereſting to be trifled with; for let it be re- 
membered, that every Kind of Property, as ſuch, 
ſtands upon the ſame Footing in Point of Secu- 
rity, in this Kingdom. As to yourſelves, af- 
ter all your ſpecious Pretences of public Utility, 
it ſeems apparent that your own private Advantage 
and Convenience are the ſole Objects of your 
Aim. But even ſuppoſing you to be ſincere in 
your Profeſſions, you are groſsly deceived in the 
Principles of your reaſoning. For can the pub- 
lick Intereſt be really ſerved by any Meaſure which 


weakens the Foundation of Property, the Security 
of which, as was ſaid before, is one of the firſt 


Ends of Civil Government? No one doubts but 


that, in ſome Senſe, the publick Good would be 


promoted by a legal Permiſſion to alienate all the 


Lands now in Morimain in this Kingdom; or 
even, if you pleaſe, by the direct Seizure of them. 
But would the Service done to the Community by 
ſuch a Meaſure, ballance the Miſchiefs of it ? If not, 
then would the Publick upon the whole be injured, 
inſtead © of ſerved, by ſo vnjuſt and wild a Proceed- 

ing 5 


1 
ing; however certain Individuals might rejoice, 
and find their Account, in it. 


Taz principal Object aimed at by the Revolu- 
tion, next to reſtoring the true Religion, was the 
placing the Liberty and Property of the Subject 

upon Foundations which ſhould never afterwards 
be ſhaken. All good Men and good Subjects 
| think it their Duty and their Intereſt to join in the 
Support of ſo noble a Structure. How comes it 
then that you, Gentlemen, have formed your- 
ſelves into an Aſſociation to undermine one of the 
A Pillars of this glorious Fabrick ? I truſt our Go- 
* vernours will not only reſiſt, but ſpurn at, the 
MM Temptation you are about to throw in their Way, 
hut if you are wiſe, do not tempt them ;. for if 
once the Bank ſhould be broken down, you your- 
ſelves may afterwards be overwhelmed by the Tor- 
rent. Remember, that Power is in its Nature en- 
croaching. A Jealouſy of it is therefore commen . 
dable in the very beſt of Times. It is one of the 
moſt deteſtable Poſitions in Hobbes's Syſtem of Po. 
liticks, that the Sovereign Power, whether it be 
in one or many, has an abſolute Right over the 
Property of the Subject, and may ſeize and dif. 
Poſe of it in whatever Manner it ſhal} pleaſe: And 
that whatever it does in this, 1s the Act of the 
Subject himſelf (as done by his Repreſentative), 
who therefore has no Shadow of Pretence to com- - 
plain of it. Either at once avow this lovely Prin- 


ciple, or drop the Scheme you are engaged in; 
which 
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which can never be carried through and eſtabliſhed, T7 
but by Dint of it. 


Tux Points here ſubmitted to your Conſidets- 
tion are very plain and obvious. They are ſuch 
as mult occur to every reaſonable and diſpaitionate 
Man who thinks upon the Subject. If theretore 
you mean to do fairly by us, and to clear your own 
Conduct to the World, it becomes you either to 
abandon your Project, or to give clear and ſolid 
Anſwers to the Objections I have made to it. 
There are two leading Queſtions which are conti- 
nually preſenting themſelves upon this Suvjc 
The firſt, Whether the Tithes, I mean thoſe 
which they {till retain, are not at preſent as fully 
veſted in the Clergy for ever, as the Lands them- 
ſelves are in the ſeveral Proprietors? I hs other, 
Whether in propofing an Exchange, you intend 
them a full and adequate Compenfation, and of 

ſuch a Nature as ſhall not only in the preſent, but 
in all ſucceeding Ages, riſe in its Value with the 
Lands themſelves ? which latter Circumſtance, re- 
member, will oblige you to account for the con- 
tingent Improvement of all or any of thoſe Lands. 
Let the latter of theſe Queſtions be anſwered by 
you as roundly in the Affirmative, as the former 
muſt be. For if there ſhould be the leaſt Equivo- 
cation in your Anſwer to it, you will ſtand con- 
victed of a Deſign to ſeize our Property into your 
Hands, without giving us a valuable Conſideration, 
which, as has been proved, no Pretence of pub- 


lick 


I. 
> 
> 
4 
. 
4 
. 
qi 
/% 
b 
+4 
. 
| 


1 


lick Good, much leſs of private Convenience, 


will juſtify, The Legiſlature, you may ane 
yourſelves, will not liſten to ſuch hypocritical and 


injurious Suggeſtions. But if, con:rary to our 


moſt reaſonable and ſanguine Hopes, they. ſhould 


do ſo, and even in conſequence paſs ſuch a Law a, 


you intend to petition for, then I fay, that that 
Law will be in the higheſt Degree oppreſſive and 
tyrannical, and even ſubverſiye of the firſt Prin- 


ciples of Government. Yet we muſt for Quiet- 


neſs Sake, and upon the Principles of that hea- 
venly Religion, which we are as yet permirted to 
teach, ſubmit patiently to it; leaving our Cauſe 
in the Hands of a juſt and merciful God ; who» 
being himſelf our Inheritance, will not, we truſt, 
ſuffer us to be forſaken, norour Seed to beg their 


Bread. 


UPON peruſing what I have written, I am led 
to ſuppoſe, that you may accuſe me of not having 
treated you with the Reſpect due to Perſons, who 
have aſſociated themſelves upon the profeſſed 
Principle and Deſign of advancing the publick 
Good. Yet you will have no juſt Cauſe of Com- 
plaint. For I have told you plainly, that I ſuſ- 


pect your Principle, and flatter myſelf that the 


impartial Part of the World will agree with me, 
till you have ſhewn by ſound and ſolid Reaſoning, 
and by a clear and open Manner of Proceeding, 

that the Objections here brought againſt your 
Scheme, 
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Scheme, are either groundleſs, or futile. But to 
ſay the Truth, Gentlemen, I am no Friend to 
Clubs and Aſſociations of the Species you are of. 
Such Meetings are only commendable, when they 
are inſtituted for the Purpoſe of eſtabliſhing ſome 
Scheme of Charity, or of encouraging Arts, 
Manufactures, and Agriculture, by allotting Pre- 
miums raiſed among themſelves by Subſcription, 
do be diſtributed to thoſe who excel; and by other 
Methods equally judicious in themſelves, and be- 
neficial to many, but injurious to none. This 1s 
true publick Spirit. I am not inclined to ſhew how 
widely different are the Nature and Purpoſes of 
your Aſſociation. Indeed it is altogether unne- 
ceſiary; the whole World, and particularly the 
Legiſlature, being doubtleſs already convinced 
that thoſe noble, generous, and patriotick Societies 
deſerve all poſſible Praiſe and Encouragement. But 
of other Aſſociations they judge very differently; 
ſince even ſuch as are entered into for the appa- 
tently commendable Purpoſe of enforcing the 
Laws, are held to be illegal. What then will be 
thought of you, who, under the modeſt guiſe of 
petitioning, would extori® a Law for the parce]- 
ling: 


The Uſe of this Ward is juſtified by one of their Reſolutions, dated at 
the Crown and Anchor in the Strand, March 17, 1773. 

cc Reſolved, that none of the Friends to \thys Undertaking, will vote 
ce for or aſſiſt, directly or indirectly, at any future Election, thoſe Mem- 
cc bers of the preſent Houſe of Commons, who ſhall neglect to attend the 
6 Bufineſs of the Petition in Parliment. 

Much more then will they ſet a Mark upon ſuch as ſhall dream to op- 
Foſe their Petition. A very modeſt Inſinuation, truly! They depend upon 
the ſmall Share the Clergy have in thoſe Elections, and have therefore 
thrown out this mannerly Hint, which is very livvls ſhort of a direct Threat, 
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ing out among yourſelves and your Brother-Land- 
holders the acknowledged Property of an Order 
of Men, not the leaſt reſpectable of the Commu- 


nity ? The mildeſt name, by which ſuch a Meet - 
ing can expect or deſerve to be diſtinguiſhed, is, 


that of a 9 and rtv Combination. 


J am 
Gentlemen, &c. 


A CIEROVYMAN of WIL TSHIRE. 
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